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Schools for Kids, Not Cops
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What is Rahm trying to do?

Mayor Rahm Emanuel is trying to 
build a training compound for Police 
and Fire in West Garfield Park that 
will cost the city $95 million dollars.

I hadn’t heard about this yet, why 
isn’t it being talked about more?

Rahm has been trying to sneak the 
plan through quickly and quietly, so 
people won’t oppose it. They an-
nounced the idea over 4th of July 
weekend, when people were busy 
barbecuing with their families.

Why is this a bad idea?

This is a bad investment. The City 
already spends $4 million per day on 
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the police, and investing more money 
in policing will mean more violence 
for Black communities and commu-
nities of color in Chicago. We need 
fully-funded public schools, accessi-
ble mental health clinics, living wages, 
and afterschool and job training 
programs if we want to build strong 
communities.

But don’t cops need better training?

“Better” training has never been prov-
en to solve police violence. What’s 
more, the problem is about account-
ability, not training. Until there is real 
community oversight of police, as 
proposed by CPAC, police continue 
to kill, harass, profile, beat, and frisk 
Black people with impunity.
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But won’t this bring in economic 
development?

That’s a joke! The city says this will 
bring 100 new jobs to the area, but 
that’s nothing for $95 million dollars. 
There’s nothing about the plan that 
guarantees those jobs will go to local 
residents, and the idea that the train-
ing center’s existence will bring retail 
to this industrial, non-residential area 
is absurd.

What’s the plan with this #NoCo-
pAcademy campaign?

We demand schools for kids, not 
cops. We have brought together 
grassroots organizations from across 
the city to launch the No Cop Acade-
my campaign.
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We plan to fight back together- 
through the media, train takeovers, 
canvassing, civil disobedience, and 
by building a front of popular oppo-
sition- to stop this compound. Right 
now, Rahm is trying to purchase the 
land for this compound in West Gar-
field Park. We need to pressure City 
Council to vote “NO” on this $9.7 
million land purchase.

How can I help?

There are so many ways to help! 
Follow and use the #NoCopAcademy 
hashtag, and check out our ideas for 
how to get involved by visiting our 
website: nocopacademy.wordpress.
com
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Mayor Rahm Emanuel wants to spend $95 million to build 
a Police & Fire training center in West Garfi eld Park.  The 

city’s quiet unveiling suggests they are trying to avoid pub-
lic scruti ny of this latest spending scheme, but we will not 

be robbed of our resources quietly. 

We refuse any expansion of policing in Chicago, and de-
mand accountability for decades of violence.  We will fi ght 
for funding for our communiti es, and support each other 

in building genuine community safety in the face of 
escalati ng att acks.  

#NoCopAcademy
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